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MACKfJKOl.'M) 01- TIIK INVENTION 

The: present, invention relates to an optical disk 
permitting reading and writing of data while being rotated 
at a constant angular velocity, and more particularly to an 
optical disk having a recording surface divided into a 
plurality of zones, with clocks of higher frequencies being 
used for the access to the more outward zones so that the 
recording linear density is substantially identical between 
the outer and inner zones. 

The present invention also relates to an optical disk 
which contains different types of recording media for the 
respective zones, and in which the types of the respective 
zones can be altered during use of the disk. 

The present invention also relates to an optical disk 
drive device used for writing in and reading from the above- 
mentioned optical disks. 

Known optical disks of the type having; a storage 
capacity of 1 GB on each surface have a format proposed in 
ECMA/TC31/92/36 . According to this proposal, the recording 
surface of the optical disk is divided into a plurality of 
zones equally, i.e.. such that the numbers of the physical 
tracks in the respective /.ones are substantial ly equal . The 
number of zones depends on the size of the sector. if 'each 
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sector consists of 5 1 2 by Los. Lhc number of l.fu" /.ones Is ">■» . 
I I' eaci) sector consists of 1024 bytes, tin: number of tlx; 
zones j s JO . 

Each physicaJ track has an integer number of sectors. 
The number of sectors in each track is constant throughout 
each zone. The number of sectors in each track is larger in 
more outward zones. 

The optical disks that are available are either those 
of the R/W (read/write or rewritable) type which permit 
writing- and rewriting as desired, and those of the WO 
(write-once) type which permit writing only once after 
fabrication, and those of 0-ROM (embossed) type in which 
data is written at the time of fabrication, by embossing, 
and which do not permit writing after fabrication. 

The number of sectors in each physical track differs 
from one zone to another, as described above. A complex 
algorithm is needed for indexing the physical location of 
th target .sector when for instance the optical disk is used 
as a SCSI device, and Is supplied with linear (consecutive- 
integer-numbered) logical addresses. Moreover, the data 
field in each sector in an innermost physical track of a 
certain zone and the header field in each sector in an 
outermost physical track of another zone next to and inside 
of the first-mentioned zone may be adjacent to each other, 
with the result that the crosstalk from the. header field may 
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degrade I. he quality of the data read from Ltu: data field. 
This is because Lhe i n format I on In l.hc hcador field is 
written in Lhe form of pit. ( embossmen t ) and has a greater 
decree of modulation, causing- a greater crosstalk, while the 
information in the data field is magne to-op t i ca 1 ly written 
and has a smaller degree of modulation. In this connection, 
it is noted that within each zone, header fields in all the 
tracks are radially aligned and data fields in all the 
tracks are radially aligned, so that a header field and a 
data field will not be adjacent to each other. 

It is also desired that recording- areas of the R/W 
type, of the WO type and of the 0-ROM type be co-existing in 
a single disk to expand the application of the disks. In 
the past, optical disks of the P-ROM type, in which the 
recording areas of the R/W type and the recording areas of 
the 0-ROM type are coexisting, were available. But, no 
other combination of recording areas have been known. 

SUMMARY -OF THE INVENTION 

An object of the invention is to provide an optical 
disk which enables quick indexing of the physical location 
of the target sector responsive to a given address. 

Another object of the invention is to provide an 
optical disk permitting mixed presence of recording arc-as of 
different types. 



A further object of. LIk: Invention is to provide an 
optical disk drive device used for such optical disks. 

Accord i riff Lo a first aspect of the invention, there is 
provided an optical disk comprising- a recording region, 
physical tracks in said recording- region each corresponding 
to one revolution, said recording- region being- divided into 
a plurality of zones by one or more circular boundary lines 
centered on the center of the disk, each zone comprising: a 
plurality of physical tracks adjacent to each other, wherein 
an integer number of sectors are provided in each physical 
track, the angular recording- density is higher in the more 
outward zones such that the linear recording- density is 
substantially constant throughout the recording region, and 
logical tracks are formed of a predetermined number of 
sectors, independent of the physical tracks. 

With the above arrangement, each logical track is 
formed of sectors, independent of the physical tracks, and 
the number of the sectors in each logical track is constant 
throughout the recording region, regardless of the radial 
position of the sector within the recording region, so that 
the conversion between the logical track and sector 
addresses read from the disk, at the sectors being accessed 
by the read/write head, and the linear logical addresses 
(onc-dimens ional addresses, or addresses represented by 
consecutive integers) supplied from a host device is easy, 
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and Liu: grouping and dcf'ccl management ate easy. 

The addresses written in headers of the sectors in the 
logical track in which fla ta are actually recorded . including 
substitute sectors used in place of defect sectors, arc 
preferably consecutive to further facilitate the conversion 
between the logical track and sector addresses read from the 
disk and the linear logical addresses supplied from the host 
device . 

The difference obtained by subtracting- the number of 
the logical tracks corresponding to each zone from the 
number of the logical tracks corresponding to another zone 
adjacent to and radially outside of said each zone is 
preferably constant. 

With this arrangement, the address management of the 
disk is facilitated, and the number of the logical tracks in 
the zone in question can be determined through simple 
calculation on integers, without referring to a rable for 
address conversion, and the determination of the target 
sector during seek operation can be made with ease. 

The number of the physical tracks of zones adjacent to 
each other are preferably made equal by providing sectors in 
which data is not recorded. 

With this arrangement, the calculation for determining 
the number of tracks to be traversed for accessing the 
target track is easy, and the management of the physiea-J 



1 oca I i on i s easy . 

Addresses o 1' l\\<: sectors In Liu: tracks in which data Is 
not. recorded may be assigned Independently o (' Uu? addresses 
of the sectors in the tracks in which data is recorded. 
Similarly, addresses of the sectors in the test track in 
each zone are assigned independently of the addresses of the 
sectors in the tracks in which data is recorded. With this 
arrangement, management of the tracks in which data is not 
recorded and the test tracks is facilitated. The logical 
track and sector addresses are of consecutive values, so 
that the address management of the recorded data is 
facilitated. Access management of the test tracks is also 
facilitated. 

The difference obtained by subtracting the number of 
sectors in each zone in which data is not recorded from the 
number of sectors in another zone adjacent to and outside of 
said each zone and in which data is not recorded is 
preferably constant. 

With this arrangement, the number of the sectors in 
each zone in which data is not recorded can be determined 
through simple calculation on integers, without referring to 
a table, and the address management of the disk is easy. 

Data may not be recorded in the outermost and innermost 
physical, tracks in each zone. This arrangement ri\ o i ds- 
crosstalk at the boundary between zones. That is. the • 
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header I'icJcis arc not necessarily aliened radially beiwccn 
different zones, and the header fields and the data fields 
of tracks adjacent to each other and he 1 onjf i r.g to different 
zones may be adjacent to each other. However, by the above 
arrangement in which the outermost: and innermost physical 
tracks are not used for recording- data, the tracks in which 
data is recorded is separated from the tracks of a different 
zone, by at least one track in the same zone and in which 
data is not recorded, so that the crosstalk is substantially 
eliminated. Degradation in the quality of data or disorder 
in tracking- can therefore be prevented, and the more 
reliable data recording is achieved. 

At least one of said physical data in each zone may be 
a test track used for adjustment of recording- power. With 
this arrangement , the recording: power can be adjusted for 
each zone, and the reliability of the recording can be 
further improved. 

Defect management may be effected for each zone. With 
this arrangement , even where a defective track is found, it 
can be substituted for by a track within the same zone, and 
it is not necessary to switch the clock frequency while 
accessing the substitute track. As a result, address 
management for controlling the hardware depending on the 
actual physical location (where the read/write head is 
accessing), e.g.. for switching the clock frequency, and 



7 



i :ir,;):» 

doCcct ma fiii if emcn I <:an \><: achieved in common, so chat. Liu: 
address ma n a gome n i. is achieved wlLh a h i gh speed. 

I-Jach logical l rack may be composed of 2' 1 sec lors , with 
n being an integer. With Lhis arrangement, the addresses of" 
the sectors are represented by consecutive integers, i.e. 
they are one-dimensional, so that the calculation of the 
addresses of the sectors is easy. 

An address of each sector may be written 2 m times., and 
an ID may be added to the address at each occurrence to 
indicate the order of the occurrence. With this 
arrangement, the addresses each formed of the track address, 
the sector address and the ID. are linear, or are 
represented by consecutive integers. Accordingly, the 
formatter used for formatting such a disk can be formed of a 
counter. Moreover, the sector addresses can be determined 
by counting up 2 m times. The configuration of the formatter 
Is therefore simple. 

An address for each sector may comprise a track address 
and a sector address, or a track address, a sector address 
and an ID, which are arranged in the stated order from the 
side of the MSB. The linear address is incremented by one 
with increase of the sector number. The formatter is 
therefore formed of a simple up-counter. 

A predetermined number of bits from the head of the 
address for each sector represents a virtual logical track. 
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Since: the virtual track address Is always the picdoLcnnincd 
number of b i t.s . the compa t. i b i 1 I l.y with the con vein t. i on 
opt. ical disk drive: devices is improved. For instance, 
according- to the conventional optical disk standard, the PEP 
region (phase encoding part where the physical properties of 
the disk or the conditions under which the writing is to be 
performed are written) has a region for track addresses of 
only 16 bits. To be compatible with such a standard. 16 
bits from the MSB are taken as the virtual track address. 

It may be so arranged that an attribute, which is 
either an attribute indicating a rewritable area, a write- 
once area or a read-only area, can be independently set for 
each zone. It is then possible to place different types of 
areas in a v single disk, in various combinations, and disk 
which best suits to the intended applications can be 
.obtained . 

A difference obtained by subtracting the number of 
parity tracks of each zone from the number of parity tracks 
of another zone adjacent to and outside of said each zone is 
preferably constant. Then, it is possible to determine the 
number of the parity tracks In each zone without referring 
to a table . 

Where a rewritable area and a write-once area are both 
provided in a single disk, it is preferable that a 
rewritable area is provided outside of a wri to-once area. 



This improves the ovi:r;i] I pcrformanco of the disk. This is 
because l. he rcwri Lfihlc area is more frequent J y access eel than 
the wri. Lc-oncc area, and Liu; data transfer i «■■ rate is higher 
in the more outward zones. 

According to another aspect of the invention, there is 
provided an optical disk drive device for use in combination 
with an optical disk comprising a recording region, physical 
tracks in said recording region each corresponding to one 
revolution, said recording region being divided into a 
plurality of zones by one or more circular boundary lines 
centered on the center of the disk, each zone comprising a 
plurality of tracks adjacent to each other, wherein an 
integer number of sectors are provided in each physical 
track, the angular recording density is higher in the more 
outward zones such that the linear recording density is 
substantially constant throughout the recording region, and 
logical tracks are formed of a predetermined number of 
sectors, independent of the physical tracks, said optical 
disk drJVve device determining the logical track address and 
the sector address responsive to a linear logical address by 
determining the integral quotient and the remainder by 
dividing the linear logical by the number of the sectors per 
logical track. 

With the above arrangement, conversion from the linear 
logical address supplied from the host device into the - 
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l Office I track and sccLoc addresses can bo acliiovcd through 
simple cilculation on integers and wi thouL r c 1'c r r i n £ t:o a 
table, so thai t.hc: conl'i (,'uratlon of the drive: device; or the 
software for implementing the conversion may be simple. 

According to another aspect of the invention, there is 
provided an optical disk drive device for use in combination 
with an optical disk comprising a recording region, physical 
tracks in said recording region. each corresponding to one 
revolution, said recording region being divided into a 
plurality of zones by one or more circular boundary lines 
centered on the center of the disk, each zone comprising a 
plurality of tracks adjacent to each other, wherein an 
integer number of sectors are provided in each physical 
track, the angular recording density is higher in the more 
outward zones such that the linear recording density is 
substantially constant throughout the recording region, and 
logical tracks are formed of a predetermined number of 
sectors. Independent of the physical tracks, wherein a 
differ itce obtained by subtracting the number of the logical 
tracks corresponding to each zone from the number of the 
logical tracks corresponding another zone adjacent to and 
radially outside of said each zone is of a constant value, 
said optical disk drive device determining the zone 
containing the target; sector on the basis of a product of 
said constant value and iho number of the -/.ones. 
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Wil.h (he: above: a r r.i ri (,'cmo n t . the /.one can he determined 
through siin|)lf: calculation on Integers and without re rcrrini; 
to a i.;jI)Ic. so thai. the configuration of the rlov i t:o or the 
software for implementing the determination of the zone may 
be s imp I e . 

According- to another aspect of the invention, there is 
.provided an optical disk drive device for use in combination 
with an opiical disk comprising- a recording- region, physical 
tracks in said recording region each corresponding to one 
revolution, said recording region being divided in~o a 
plurality of zones by one or more circular boundary lines 
centered on the center of the disk, each zone comprising a 
plurality of tracks adjacent to each other, wherein an 
integer number of sectors are provided in each physical 
track, the angular recording density is higher in rhe more 
outward zones such that the linear recording density is 
substantially constant throughout the recording region, and 
logical tracks are formed of a predetermined number of 
sectors.- independent of the physical tracks, said optical 
disk further comprising a table for recording attributes of 
the respective zones, said attributes indicating whether 
each zone is designated as a rewritable area, a write-once 
area or a read-only area, said table being formed in at 
least one track or in at Least one sector, said optical disk 
device comprising a means for altering the attributes of the 
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rcspcc l- i vc /.ones . 

Wi l.h the above ,i rranicemcn I. . i I is possible i.o a I (. c r (.he 
rcwri l.ahlc ;i rc;i l.o a wr i i.e. once ;i n:;i. Such ftincl ion is 
desired where Lhc: disk or pari of Lhc disk is used for 
storing- data that should not be altered without specific 
permission. It is also possible to alter write-once area to 
a rewritable area. 

According- to another aspect of the invention, there is 
provided an optical disk drive device for use in combination 
with an optical disk comprising a recording region, physical 
tracks in said recording region each corresponding to one 
revolution, said recording region being divided into a 
plurality of zones by one or more circular boundary lines 
centered on the center of the disk, each zone comprising a 
plurality of tracks adjacent to each other, wherein an 
integer number of sectors are provided in each physical 
track, the angular recording density is higher in the more 
outward zones such that the linear recording density is 
substantially constant throughout the recording region, and 
logical tracks are formed of a predetermined number of 
sectors, Independent of the physical tracks, said optical 
disk comprising a first part of the recording region 
designated as a rewritable area and a second part of the 
recording region designated as a write-once area, said 
optical disk device comprising a moans for permitting access 
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<>l on I \ i ■ < • u i ' i I. ."] i * I ( ■ area to a host, ilrvici:, and means ['or 

a I l. < : i " i r 1 1 '. .in a t. 1. r i Ijm l.e of said second pari, from the wri Lc- 
oncc area 10 l. he rcwr i t.a Ij 1 e circa and copying t- h (? dat.a in 
said first, part. Lo said second part while said host device 
is not accessing the optical disk. 

Wi th the above arrangement, the host device needs only 
to provided a single command, e.g.. a back-up command. 
Then, the drive device executes the back-up command by 
copying the data from one part of the disk to another. In 
the execution of the command, the attributes of ihe zones 
ma.y be altered before and after copying the data. Moreover, 
the back-up is achieved within a single disk, so that it is 
not necessary to back-up the data using another disk. 

The optical disk drive device may further comprise 
means for copying the data in the second part to said first 
part while said host device is not accessing the optical 
disk. The host device needs only to provide a single 
command, e.g., a restore command. Then, the drive device 
executes the restore command by copying back the data from a 
write once area to a rewritable area. 

The optical disk may have recording regions on first 
and second surfaces opposite to each other. In such a case, 
it may be desired if the rewritable area is formed on one of 
l. he; sin- fac es ami l ho writ o-oncc area is formed or. the other 
surface. Then, even when the data on one of the surfaces is 
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(Ics l. ro.y i.il . identical da can he: read from t.ho c> L h ci r 
su r I'acc . 



main- Dh.scui i>ti.on o\- the drawings 

I r i.K- 1 is a perspective view showing the structure of 
an optical disk according- to the invention. 

Fig. 2 is a plan view showing the structure of the 
optical disk of Fig. 1. 

Fig. 3 is a perspective view showing, partially in 
section, guide grooves and land parts. 

Fig. 4 is a diagram showing the tracks near the 
boundary of zones. 

Fig. 5 is a table showing the format of the disk of 
Embodiment 1 . 

Fig-. 6 is a partial plan view showing the placement of 
the guard and test tracks. 

Fig:. 7 is a table showing the format of the disk of 
Embodiment 2 . 

Figr. 8 is a table showing the format of the disk of 
Embodiment 3. 

Fig. 9 is a table showing an example of the format of 
the disk of Embodiment 3. 

Fig. 10 is a table showing another example the format 
of the disk of Embod i men i 4. 

Fit?. 11 is a diagram showing the format of t:he header 



f i e I ri in l.mbod i men 1. - r > . 

F i ij . ]^ is ;i Lai) I <: s how i riff Uic formal, of i.h<- disk of 
h'mbod j iru;n t. 5 . 

f r itf. 13 is a table: showing" the format of Lhc disk o f 
Embodirneni 6 . 

Fig-. 14 is a diagram showing the format of the header 
field in Embodiment 6. 

Fig. 15 is a diagram showing the optical disk drive 
device and the host device. 

Fig. 16 is a flow chart showing the procedure of the 
operation of the drive device during access of a target 
sector in the optical disk. 

Fig. 17 is a functional block diagram showing the 
optical disk drive device having a function of power 
adjustment. 

Figr. 18 is a flow chart showing the procedure for the 
power adjustment. 

Figr. 19 is a table showing: the format of the disk of 
Embodiment 9. 

Figr. 20 is a table showing part of the disk structure 
management table. 

Fig:. 21 is a diagram showing allocation of . the parts of 
the disk to the respective types of recording regions 
according to Embodiment 0. 

Fin - , 'ri is a diagram showing a I Location of the parts of 
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the clisl'. I o l.h<- r c spec I. i vc types of record i n i; regions 
according Lo l-.mbod i men t. 10. 

I- i K . \t:\ is ,i < J i ;i (• r.um showlni; «i 1 local, ioi, o I Liu: parts ol' 
the disk Lo Lhc: respec L i vc types of recording regions 
according- lo iimbodiment 11. 

Fig:. 24 is a diagram showing- the optical disk drive 
device, and its function of altering- the attributes of the 
zones for producing- a disk equivalent to a P-ROM disk. 

Fig-. 25 is a diagram showing- the optical disk drive 
device, and its function of altering the attributes of some 
only of the rewritable zones to "write-once". 

Fig. 26 is a diagram showing the optical disk drive 
device, and its function of altering the attributes of the 
zones during execution of a back-up command. 

Fig. 27 is a flow chart showing the procedure of the 
operation of the optical disk drive device for executing the 
back-up command . 

Fig. 28 is a diagram showing the optical disk drive 
device,- and its function of altering the attributes of the 
zones on one surface of the disk during execution of a back- 
up command . 

Fig. 29 is a diagram showing the optical disk drive 
device, and its function for restoring data from the write- 
once area to the rewritable area. 

Fig. 30 is a flow chart showing the procedure of the 
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ics I. c j re command . 

UKTA LJ.J-.U UKSCKi l»TION UI- TIIH FKEFIiiKKEU liMUOIJ J Ml.-: \ I S 
Embodiment I 

A first embodiment, Embodiment 1, will now be described 
with reference to Figs. 1 to 5. Figs. 1 and 2 show the 
structure of an optical disk of Embodiment 1. A spiral 
guide groove is formed on an optical disk 2. A light spot 3 
is formed by focusing a light beam from a light source, not 
shown, onto a land part 12 between adjacent par us of the 
guide groove. Each header field 4 comprises a sector- 
address field 5 and a track address field 6. The header 
fields 4 are in the form of pits in the land parts 12 formed 
by embossment or stamping when the disk is fabricated. That 
is. the header fields 4 are preformatted. The data fields 7 
are written magneto-optically . The information in the form 
of pits in the header fields 4 and the information magrneto- 
optically recorded in the data fields 7 are read by means of 
the same light beam. Each sector 8 comprises a header field 
4 and a data field 7. 

Each of the physical tracks 9 corresponds to one 
revolution of the optica. I disk 2. kach physical track 9 is 
composed of an integer number of" sectors: A plurali ty .of 
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physical I. racks adjacent Lo each oUicr form a /.one 10a. l()h 
or ] Oc: . That is. the record i rig region (user zone) within 
the record i nj; surface of the optica) disk 2 is divided into 
a pluraJiLy ol zones by concentric boundary circular lines 
centered on the cen uer of the disk. Each of the physical 
tracks in the recording region belongs to one of the zones. 
In the illustrated example, the recording region is divided 
into 31 zones (from zone No. 0 to zone No. 30). The 
outermost zone No. 0 and the innermost zone No. 30 each 
comprise 741 physical tracks, while other zones each 
comprise 740 physical tracks. The outermost zone No. 0 has 
the greatest number of sectors, and the more inward zones 
have a smaller number of sectors. The difference of the 
number of sectors between the adjacent zones is at least 
"one", and is "one" in the illustrated example. 

In use. the disk is rotated at a constant angular 
velocit3 r regardless of which of the zones the read/write 
head is accessing. 

The frequency of the clocks used for recording data in 
the respective zone is varied or switched so that it is 
higher in the more outward zones, so that the linear 
recording density is substantially constant throughout the 
recording region (user zone) of the disk. 

During reading, the frequency of the clocks is also 
switched when the read/write head is moved from one zone to 
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The innermost, tracks Mb and Liu: outermost track lie in 
the /.ones 10b and 10c have their header field 1-1 and data 
field 7-2 adjacent to each other, and have their header 
fields 4-2 and data field 7-1 adjacent to each other. 

The logical track structure shown in Fig-. 5 is arranged 
in the physical structure described above. Fig-. 5 shows an 
example in which each sector consists of 1024 bytes. Each 
logical track is composed of 17 sectors. The marks at the 
top parts of the respective columns in the table of Fig. 5 
have the following meanings: 

ZN : zone number 

S/R: the number of sectors per revolution (physical track) 

PT/Z: the number of physical tracks in the zone 

S/Z: the number of sectors in the zone = S/R x PT/Z 

2 S/Z: the sum of the' numbers of the sectors of the zones 

(from the first zone to the zone in question) 

LT/G: the number of logical tracks in the revolution group 

A LT/G: the difference in the number of logical tracks 

(LT/G) between the revolution group and the revolution group 

adjacent to and inside of the first-mentioned revolution 

group ' 

S/G: the number of sectors in the revolution (jroi;p 

S/G: the sum of the numbers of sectors in the: revolution 



groups ((coin the fir .si. rcvo! uLioii group to Lhc: rcvolu Lion 
group in <| tiers I- i on ) 

I) >: S : the difference he l.wcon (.he sum of Lhc: numbers of (.he 
sectors of the zones and Hie sum of the numbers of sectors 
of the revolution groups = £ S/G - £ S/Z 

Each revolution group comprises a plurality of sectors. 
Each revolution group corresponds co each zone. The numbers 
of logical tracks of the respective revolution groups are 
determined such that the sectors belonging to the respective 
revolution groups are substantially equal to the number of 
the sectors in the corresponding zone. As a result, the 
starting point and the end point of each revolution group do 
not necessarily coincide with the starting point and the end 
point of the corresponding zone, and there may be some 
offset between them. The deferences (DS S) in the 
rightmost column in Fig. 5 indicate such offsets, that is. 
the numbers of sectors which are not in the corresponding 
zone, but in the next zone. The sectors (12 sectors in the 
illustrated example) which belong to the last revolution 
zone, but are not accommodated in the last zone are formed 
in a spare region, formed inside of the innermost zone. 

The disk with the logical tracks formed as described 
above, the track address and the sector address written in 
the header field of each sector corresponds to the linear 
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Logical address supplied / com a host (lev ice . Tin: letm 
"linear" wii.h rcspccl. l.o Llic address moans l.ha I Use 
acid rosscs arc: r ep r <: sen l.od t>y values which are eonsecu L i vc 
integers. Accordingly, the sector address and the track 
address are determined through simple calculation on 
integers . Although the number of sectors per revolution 
differs from one zone to another, this need not be taken 
account in the above calculation. 

Moreover, the physical location of the sector on the 
disk can be determined from the logical track address and 
the sector address through simple calculation. 

Embodiment 2 

Another embodiment, Embodiment 2, will next be 
described with reference to Figs. 6 and 7. Fig. 6 
illustrates a part of the optical disk of Embodiment 2, and 
Fig. 7 is a table showing a physical track structure of the 
optical disk of Embodiment 2. As illustrated in Fig. 6. in 
th vicinity of the boundary of adjacent zones, at least one 
physical track 14, 15 of each of the adjacent zones are 
designated as guard tracks, which the user cannot use for 
recording data. In addition, at least one physical track 16 
in each zone is designated as a test track, which the user 
cannot use for recording data. In the illustrated example, 
the innermost physical track in each zone is designated as a 
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KUHVtl Lrack J 4 . an on K.tjjjos I. phy.s j c:a 1 truck is cJ c s i « na 1. cd ;is 
the Lost. Li-ack 1G. and I. he physical track next, to the 
ouU: rmosl. guard track I (J is designated as anoUicr guard 
track 15. 

The guard tracks 14 and 15 are for avoiding- crosstalk 
near the boundary between the adjacent zones. The guard 
tracks are assigned addresses independent of the addresses 
of the data recording sectors, and the addresses of the 
guard tracks are beyond the range of the addresses assigned 
to the sectors for recording data. This will ensure that 
the guard tracks are not accessed during recording or 
reading data, and the guard tracks are therefore not used 
for recording data. 

The test track 16 is used for adjustment of the 
recording power. For instance, when the drive device is 
turned on. test data is recorded on the test track, with a 
given recording power, and is then reproduced, and the error 
occurrence rate is determined. The recording power is then 
vari d in accordance with the determined error rate, and the 
recording is again made with the varied recording power. 
The above process is repeated until the error rate becomes 
sufficiently low. The recording power is thereby optimized. 

Designating the physical track between the guard tracks 
1.4 and J.5 in the vicinity of each boundary between zones as 
the tost track 16 is advantageous because, with such an- 
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a t" ran icemen L , even when an excessive power is used ( o r 
record i hi;' in llie Lest. Lrnc:l< tills does noL affect, (.he tracks 
used Cor record i rig . 

However, any other track may alternatively be designated as 
the test track, as mentioned above. 

The test tracks 16 are assigned addresses independent 
of the addresses of the data recording - sectors, and the 
addresses of the test tracks are beyond the range of the 
addresses assigned to the sectors for recording data. This 
will ensure that the guard tracks are nor accessed during 
recording or reading data, and the guard tracks are 
therefore not used for recording data. 

The tracks other than the guard tracks and the test 
track are used for recording data, and each logical track is 
formed of 17 sectors. The numbers of the logical tracks in 
the respective revolution groups are determined so that the 
difference in the number of the logical tracks between the 
adjacent revolution groups is a constant value, which in the 
illustra-ted example is "43". With such an arrangement, the 
number of the logical tracks can be determined through 
simple calculation on integers, and management using a table 
or the like is unnecessary. 

Fig. 7 shows the logical track structure of Embodiment 
2. It is similar to that of Fig. 5. However, the number of 
the physical tracks in each of the zones .\'o . 0 and No. .'iO is 
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7 40. which is (.lie same as. Liu: number of logical tracks in 
each o f l. he: o tlicr /.ones. 

In hi g . 7. the marks which arc a I. t.hc Lop parts of the 
respecU vt! columns and which are identical to those in Fig-. 
5 have the same meanings as those in Fig. 5. "G + T" in Fig. 
7 denote the number of sectors in the guard tracks and the 
test track in the zone. 

Embodiment 2 has an advantage over Embodiment 1 with 
regard to the following points: First, in Embodiment 1, the 
end point of the last logical track in each revolution group 
does not coincide with the end point of the zone, and some 
sectors are in the next zone, and the number of such sectors 
in the next zone is not constant. In such a case, the 
switching of the clocks must be controlled in the logical 
track. It is therefore necessary to perform management over 
substitution (for accessing the spare sectors in place of 
defect sectors), and the management over control related to 
the actual physical arrangement (e.g., the switching- of the 
clocks)- Secondly, crosstalks between adjacent tracks may 
occur near the zone boundaries. Thirdly, adjustment of 
power using a test track cannot be made. Furthermore, there 
is no rule or regularity on the number of logical tracks in 
the respective revolution groups, so that it is necessary to 
provide a table storing the number of logical tracks Ln each 
revolution group, and this table needs to he referred to for 
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Liu: conversion from l.hc logical address Lo the physical 
add ress . 

'flic logical t. rack structure: shown in K i g . 7 solves l.hc 
problem discussed above. The logical tracks of each 
revolution are all accommodated in the corresponding- zone. 
Moreover, by the provision of the guard tracks, the 
crosstalks at the zone boundary is eliminated. Furthermore 
the recording power can be adjusted using the test track. 
In addition, since the difference in the number of logical 
tracks between adjacent revolution groups is constant, 
conversion from the logical address to the physical address 
can be achieved by simple calculation, and does not require 
a table. 

Embodiment 3 

Another embodiment. Embodiment 3, will next be 
described with reference to Fig:. 8- It is similar to 
Embodiment 2, but differs from it in the following: respects 

With the format of the logical track of Embodiment 2, 
the number of sectors remaining in each revolution group 
after assigning the required number of tracks for data 
recording differs from one track to another. As a result, 
it is necessary to record the number of the remaining 
sectors in a table and refer to it in determining the 
physical location. 
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F i k . K shows I. he logical track s t r in: I. u r e Cor solving 
the above problem. The marks which are at. the i.op par is of" 
t.he respec I i ve columns and which are Identical 1.0 those in 
Fig. - r > or 7 have the: same, meanings as those in F i g . 5 or 7. 
"DUM" denotes the number of sectors remaining after 
assigning the logical tracks. "A DUM" denotes the difference 
in DUM between adjacent zones, and "RES " denotes the sum of 
DUM and G+T. 

As seen from Fig. 8, the difference in the number of 
the logical tracks, LT/G. between adjacent revolution groups 
is of a constant number, e.g.. 43. and the three physical 
tracks are reserved for the guard tracks and the test track, 
and the number of the remaining sectors, DUM, is of a 
constant number, e.g., "6" in the illustrated example. 
Accordingly, the physical location of the sector can be 
determined through calculation using a formula in which the 
number of the remaining sectors, DUM. is incorporated, and 
it is not necessary to provide a table storing- the number of 
remaining sectors of the respective revolution groups, which 
were necessary when the number of the remaining sectors 
differ from one revolution group to another. 

Embodiment 4 

Another embodiment. Embodiment 4, will next be 
described with reference to Figs. 9 and 10. Th i s embodiment 
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is identical to KimIkjcJ i men l. I , tixccpl that. the number of Liu: 
physical l. racks per revolution fjroup and llic n itmbe r of the 
rcvo.1 uLion groups wit.hiri the recording region of* ihc disk 
differ from those of Embodiment 2. 

The format of the logical tracks of Embodiment 3 solved 
the problems of Embodiments 1 and 2. and the number of the 
remaining- sectors is a positive number, so that the logical 
tracks do not bridge adjacent zones. Moreover, the physical 
location of a target sector can be determined through 
calculation on integers, without referring to a table. 
However, the remaining sectors in which no data is recorded 
exist. The capacity of the disk is not fully utilized. 

Figs. 9 and 10 shows logical track structures for 
solving the above problems of Embodiment 3. Fig. 9 shows a 
case in which each sector consists of 1024 bytes, while Fig. 
10 shows a case in which each sector consists of 512 bytes. 
In each of Figrs. 9 and 10. the total number of sectors in 
each revolution grroup corresponds to an integrer number of 
logrical -tracks, and the difference in the number of logical 
tracks between adjacent revolution groups is a constant 
number, which is "176" in Fig:. 9. or "54" in Fig:. 10. 

In the illustrated examples, no guard and test tracks 
are provided. However, they may be provided in the same way 
as in Embodiment 3. 
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Another cmhod i men I. . Kintjotlliiionl. r> . will ne.xl. he 
closer ibed with reference to [•' I gs . 11 ;ind 12. In this 
embodiment, each sector consists of 1024 bytes. The 
structure of the disk is identical to that shown in Figs. 1 
to 3, but the header field of each sector differs from that 
of Fig-. 1. That is, as shown in Fig. 1, it has two header 
sections 4a and 4b. Each of the header sections 4a and 4b 
comprises a track address field 6, a sector address field 5 
and an ID field 21. Identical addresses are recorded in the 
track address fields 6 and the sector address fields 5 in 
the two header sections 4a and 4b. The addresses indicate 
the sector of which the header sections 4a and 4b form a 
part. The identical addresses are written in duplicate in 
order to improve the reliability. A binary "0" is written 
in the ID field 21 in the first header section 4a. and a 
binary M l" is written in the ID field 21 in the second 
header section 4b. The ID field 21 In each header section 
4a or 4b thereby identifies the header section, i.e.. 
whether it is the first header section or the second header 
section in each sector. 

Fig:. 12 shows the logical track structure. The marks 
which are at the top parts of the respective columns and 
which are identical to those in Figs. 5, 7 or 8 have the 
same meanings as those in Figs. f> , 7 and 8. "S/LT" denotes 



the number of sec Lars per logical track . The: a r r<i linemen I. of 
t.hc t. rack .«; as shown is general ly Identical lo thai of I-' i «■ . .'"» 
hul. di/'ffMs from l.hal. of Fire. 53 In Lhc following rospec l.s: 
First, the number of zones is not 31. as in Fig". 5, but is 
30. Eachi zone, has 752 physical tracks. Each logical track 
has 2 n sectors. In the illustrated example n = 4 so that 2 n 
= 2 4 = 16 sectors. 

As illustrated in Fig. 11, the track address field 6 is 
formed of 16 bits, and is used to represent an address value 
of from "0" to "22560". and the sector address field 5 is 
formed of 4 bits and is used to represent an address value 
of from "0" to "15". 

As has been described, since the track address is 
represented by 2 n or 16 bits, calculation of the track 
address is easy. 

Embodiment 6 

Another embodiment. Embodiment 6, will next be descried 
with reference to Figs. 13 and 14. Each sector consists of 
1024 bytes, like Embodiment 5. As illustrated In Flgr. 13. 
each of the zones Nos. 0 to 29 comprises 768 physical tracks 
10, and each logrical track consists of £28\ sectors. 
Addresses are written in duplicate. Fig - . 14 shows header 
sections 4a and 4b. The track address 6 is composed of 16 
bits and is used to represent a value of from "0" to 
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"23040". TJit: sccl.or address f> is composed of 7 bits and is 
used i.o f e p re sen 1 ;i va I uf: o I' from "0" U> "127". The II) 
f i e J <) if; <--omposcd of a siiiRle bit. and is usod to represent. 
"0" or " 1 " 

With the arrangement of the logical tracks described 
above, the track address and sector address read from the 
disk correspond directly (as is) to the linear logical 
address from a host device, and the actual track and sector 
addresses can be determined through simple calculation on 
integers. Moreover, any difference in the number of sectors 
per revolution need not be taken account of. 

Embodiment 7 

Another embodiment, Embodiment 7, will next be 
described with reference to Figs. 15 and 16. This 
embodiment relates to an optical disk drive device, and in 
particular to its operation for accessing the target sector 
on an optical disk having been loaded onto the drive device. 
Fig. 15 shows an optical disk drive device 31 used for 
writing in and reading from optical disks, and a host device 
32 connected to the optical disk drive device 31. The 
optical disk 2 is actually loaded in the optical disk device 
31 but is shown to be placed outside the device 31 for the 
sake of convenience of illustration. The host device 32 
provides commands for writing on or reading from the optical 
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disk 2. I ( j|j<: t. he i with I. he- < J c: s I g ti a I i on of tfi<- address on or 
f'rom which Lhc: writing or reading is to be conducLKd . The 
address is a I J near address. 

Upon receipt of sue)) a command, the drive device 31 
performs the operation for seeking the track in which the 
sector corresponding to the designated address is located. 
The operation for writing- and reading- is known, and its 
description is omitted. 

Fig-. 16 shows the seek operation. The drive device 31 
first reads the logical track address of the currently- 
accessed track, i.e., the logical track which the read/write 
head of the optical disk drive device is now confronting or 
accessing ( 102 ) . Then, on the basis of the track number 
having been read, the zone to which the currently-accessed 
logical track belongs, is identified, that is the zone 
number is determined (104). Then, the physical location of 
the logical track of which the address has been read is 
determined (106). Then, the linear logical address from the 
host device 32 is converted into the logical track address 
(108). Then, the zone number of the zone to which the 
target logical track belongs is determined (110). Then, the 
physical location of the target sector is determined (112). 
Then, the number of physical tracks which lie between and 
the currently-accessed track and the target position, i.e., 
which have to be traversed for the seek operation, is - 
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dcLcnniiicil, taking into cons i dc rat i on the /.our nuniljcr (111). 
'I'tic:n , l.hc head is moved Cor traversing" the number o I' 
physical tracks, thai, is determined to lie between the 
curren t J y -accessed track and the target position (.1.16). The 
above operation is repeated until the target track is 
reached (118) . 

When the head arrives at the target track, the 
addresses in the respective sectors are read, to find out 
the target sector. 

Using the optical disks of the above embodiments 
exhibit advantages in the above-described seek operation. 
For instance, if a disk of any of Embodiments 1. 2 an 3 is 
used, the conversion at the step 108 is accomplished by 
simple calculation: That is, the logical track address At 
and the logical sector address As are given as the integral 
quotient and the remainder of the division: 

A L /(S/LT) 

wherein S/LT is the number of sectors per logical track, and 
A L is the linear logical address from the host device. 
Accordingly, the table for the conversion of the address is 
not necessary and the configuration of the drive device 
and /or the software for implementing the seek operation is 
s i mp 1 i f i cd . 
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Aii .ifhlil.ioJi.il ad van L.-iirc obtained i I" a disl-. ol 
Knibod i men i 2 is used is" l. ha t. the de term i na I. i on ol the /.one: 
number at. the step I OA and a I. Llic s l.ep 110 is made using the 
following relationship: 

ZN x {LT/G ZN = 0 + (LT/G ZN = 0 - A LT/G x ZN )}/2 

= 17 x At + (the number of remaining- sectors as stored in 

the table ) . 

where LT/G 2N=0 is the number of the logical tracks in the 
zone No. 0. The table needs only to store the number of the 
remaining sectors, which are relatively small figures. 
Therefore, the required size of the table is small, and the 
configuration of the device or the software for implementing 
the seek operation is simplified. 

An additional advantage obtained if a disk of Embodiment 
3 is used is that the determination of the zone number at 
the step 104 and at the step 110 is made using the following 
relationship : 



ZN x {LT/G ZN = 0 + (LT/G ZN = 0 - A LT/G x ZN)}/2 
= 17 x At 



Thus. Lhc correction using the number of remaining seer tors 
as stored in the table is not required. It is therefore not 



iicccss.'i ry i n provide such a L.iblc I'or I. he: eJe: term i na I. i on o I 
I. he: zone riiimh'.-r a l. Liu: M.cp 1 0 1 or 110. 
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Another embodiment. Limbod imen u 8. will next be 
described with reference to Fig's. 17 and 18. This 
embodiment relates to an optical disk drive device, and in 
particular to its operation for adjusting- the power of the 
laser .beam used for writing. Such adjustment is conducted 
prior to the actual writing, e.g.. when the drive device is 
turned on. Fig-. 17 is a block diagram showing- the function 
of the drive device. As illustrated, the drive device 31, 
which may be connected to a host device as shown in Fig-. 15. 
comprises a controller 33 provided with a CPU. a ROM and a 
RAM, a recording- circuit 34, a laser controller 35, a 
read/write head 36 with a built-in semiconductor laser, a 
reproducing- circuit 37, and an evaluation circuit 38. The 
controller 33 is responsive .to commands from the host device 
32 for -sending control signals to various parts of the 
device 31 to conduct the writing- power adjustment. It 
outputs a designation of the initial value of the writing- 
power. The recording circuit 34 conducts recording- of test 
data responsive to the control signals from the controller 

. That is. it provides the test data used for the 
recording for the purpose of power adjustment. The laser 
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conl.ro I I'.'c .'). : , inocliil.il.es i.hc I est d.i l.i suppl i ctl from the 
record i m; circuit and supp 1 I es i he modij I a Led u:sl. data to 

Uic rcfid/wri U: Ik;;kI IU> . I I. sets the laser power to the 
j n i L i a J value designated by the coiiLroJ J er 33 . The 
read/write head 36 records the test data oti the disk 2 with 
the power that is set by the laser controller 35. The 
read/write head 36 also reads the test data having been 
recorded. The reproducing- circuit 37 demodulates the test 
data read by the read/write head 36. The evaluation circuit 
38 evaluates the fidelit} - of the reproduced data with 
respect :o the test data output from the recording circuit 
34. That is. it determines the error rate in the reproduced 
data, and evaluates the quality of reproduced data. On the 
basis of the evaluation, the controller 33 varies the set 
value of the writing- power. The above described steps are 
repeated to obtain the optimum writing power. 

Fig. 18 shows the above-described procedure for 
determining- the optimum writing power. First an initial 
value of the writing power is set (202), and the writing is 
conducted with the initial value (204). Then, the test data 
having been written is reproduced (206). Then, the quality 
of the reproduced data is evaluated (208). If the quality 
is found satisfactory, the process is terminated. If not. 
Judgement is mafic whether the power is too largo or too 
small. ( 1 1 () ) . If the power is found too large, the set. value 
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o f l.h<- power is lowered ( 2 1 2 ) . If I. he power is found loo 
sma 1 I . I.Ik: sol. vaJuo is raised ( 2 1 '1 ) . Then, the process is 
roLurncM) l.o the step 20 A . The above -des c r i bed sl.cps art; 
repeated until Lhe quality of the reproduced data is found 
satis fac Lory . 

Embodiment 9 

Another embodiment. Embodiment 9. will next be 
described with reference to Fig. 19. The structure of the 
disk of this embodiment is generally identical to that of 
Embodiment 1. However, as will be detailed below, the 
attributes of the zones can be set independently of each 
other. The term "attribute" as used herein refer to an 
Indication or designation the type of the recording area, 
i.e.. it indicates whether the area in question is of a 
read/write type, a write-once type or a read-on^ type. 

Fig. 19 shows the logical track structure of the disk 
of this embodiment. Each sector consists of 1024 bytes and 
each logical track consists of 17 sectors. The marks which 
are at the top parts of the respective columns and which are 
identical to those in Figs. 5. 7. 8 and 12 have the same 
meanings as those in Figs. 5. 7, 8 and 12. "FLT" denotes 
the address of the first logical track in the zone. "LT" 
denotes the numbers of the l ogical tracks for record i hut 
data, spare tracks or parity tracks in the zone. "TI-JST" 
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denotes the 1 1 u in I) c: r s ol the test tracks in the /.one. "I'AK" 
denotes the numbers ol the parity tracks in the /.one. The 
parity tracks are used lo record parity symho 1 s uhen the 
zone is designated as the 0-KOM type. 

As shown in Fig. 19. the recording region is divided 
into 30 zones, zone Nos. 0 to 29. Each zone consists of 748 
physical tracks. The number of the logical tracks in each 
zone can be determined by dividing the number of sectors in 
the zone by 17. The number of the parity tracks varies from 
144 to 86 with the increase of the zone number from 0 to 29. 
the difference between the adjacent zones being two. To 
determine the number of the parity tracks for each zone, it 
is only necessary to decrement by two. Such determination 
can be made by simple calculation on integers, and no table 
need be referred to for this calculation. 

Fig. 20 shows part of the disk structure management 
table of the disk of Embodiment 9. in which each sector 
comprises 1024 bytes. The disk structure management table 
is provided at the head of the defect management region (at 
the head of the user zone, or at the first sector in the 
first (No. 0) zone. 

The 0-th to 21st bytes in the table are for information 
relating to defect management, and are not directly relevant 
to the invention, so that their illustration and description 
arc omitted. The 22nd to 5.1st bytes are for identifying the 
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lypc of I'.ich of the /.ones Nos . 0 lo :'.'.). The "lypc" as meant 
here: is ci iticr Liu: k/W ( rc;i(l/wr I t.c or rcwr i i.ah I c ) i \ pc . l.he 
WO (wril.c once) Lypc or the 0-KOM ( fill I y embossed or road 
only) lypc? . as described above. The value "0 1." in Lhc row 
of each byte indicates that the corresponding zone is of the 
R/W type, "02" in the row of each byte indicates that the 
corresponding- zone is of the 0-ROM type, and "03" in the row 
of each byte indicates that the corresponding- zone is of the 
WO type. "/" between "01". "02" and "03" signifies "or". 

When the disk is of the R/W type, the 22nd to 51st 
bytes are all set to "01". When the disk is of the W0 type, 
the 22nd to 51st bytes are all set to "03". When the disk 
is of the 0-R0M type, the 22nd to 51st bytes are all set to 
"02". When the disk is of the P-R0M type (i.e.. the disk 
comprises one or more zones of the R/W type and one or more 
zones of the 0-ROM type), the bytes corresponding: to the R/W 
type zones are set to "01". while the bytes corresponding- to 
the 0-ROM type zones are set to "02". 

When the disk is of the R/W * W0 type (i.e., the disk 
comprises one or more zones of the R/W type and one or more 
zones of the WO type) , the bytes corresponding- to the R/W 
type zones are set to "01". while the bytes corresponding to 
the WO type zones are set to "03". 

When the disk is of the W0 + 0-ROM type (i.e.. the disk 
comprises one or more /.ones of the WO type and one or more 
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/.ones <;l the: C> K'OM i.vp' j . I he byte-:. ( : o r r e s ju) 1 1 <i i 1 1 k I <> I.Ik.' WO 

type /.one; arc sci. l.o "0.;". while: the: bytes c:tj c r c: s p o n ei i n t.o 

Lhc l.y|H: zones are sc I Lo "02". 

When the* disk is ol the k/W * WO < 0-KOM type (i.e.. 

the disk comprises one or more zones of the R/W t3'pe. one or 
more zones of the WO type, and one or more zones of 0-ROM 
type), the bytes corresponding to the R/W type zones are set 
to "01". the bytes corresponding to the WO type zones are 
set to "03. and the bytes corresponding to the 0-ROM type 
are set to "02 " . 

Each zone can be set to any type independently of other 
zones. 

In the past, only four types of disks, i.e. . the R/W 
type, the WO type , the 0-ROM type and the P-ROM type, were 
available. According- to the above embodiment, three 
additional types, i.e.. the R/W + WO type, the WO + O-R0M 
type, and the R/W + WO + 0-ROM type are available. In all, 
seven types are thus available. 

Moreover, in the prior art P-ROM type disk, the disk is 
divided into two parts by a circular boundary line, and the 
zone or zones outside of the boundary line is of one of the 
R/W type and the WO type, and the zone or zones inside of 
the boundary line is of the other of the R/W type or the O- 
KOM type. In contrast, accord i ntf to this embodiment, each 
of the zones can be. set to any type freely. 
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Another embodiment.. Kmbod J men t 1.0. will next be 
described with reference to Fig-. 21. As described earlier, 
the disk is rotated at a constant angular velocity in use. 
and the frequency of the clocks used .for recording- and 
reading is switched depending on the zone in which the 
read/write head is accessing. Where the disk contains the 
R/W type zone or zones, the WO type zone or zones, and the 
0-ROM type zone or zones, the R/W zone or zones are placed 
in the outermost part of the disk, the 0-ROM type zone or 
zones are placed in the innermost part of the disk and the 
WO type zone or zones are placed in the intermediate part of 
the disk, as illustrated in Fig-. 21. The reason is that the 
data transfer rate is higher in the more outward zones, so 
that the more outward zones are assigned for the type of the 
recording zones which are more frequently accessed. In the 
above described situation, the R/W type is most frequency 
accessed because three types of operations, i.e., reading-, 
writing- and erasing operations are performed, so that the 
outermost part of the disk is allocated to the R/W type 
zones. The WO type zone or zones are accessed more 
frequently than the 0-ROM type because the former 
additional Ly permits the writing operation, although only 
once. The W/0 typo zones arc therefore placed more ou-tward 
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than 1. 1 it: O-KOM type /.ones 
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Another ernbod imen L , Embodiment 11, will next be 
described with reference to Fig. 22. The disk is basically 
of the same structure as that of the Embodiment 10. but it 
only contains the R/W type zone or zones and the WO type 
zone or zones. The R/W type zone or zones are placed more 
outward than the W/0 type zone or zones, because R/W zones 
are more frequently accessed. 

Embodiment 12 

Another embodiment. Embodiment 12. will next be 
described with reference to Fig. 23. The disk is basically 
of the same structure as that of the Embodiment 10, but it 
only contains the WO type zone or zones and the 0-ROM type 
zone or zones. The WO type zone or zones are placed more 
outward than the 0-ROM tj'pe zone or zones, because the 
former -permits writing operation, although only once. 

Embodiment 13 

Another embodiment. Embodiment 13. will next be 
described with reference to Fig. 24. This embodiment 
relates to an optical disk drive device 3] wli i eh alters the 
attributes of the /.ones in the manner described below. • The 
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drive device; 31 is coiiihm: I. cm I to a host dcivi cc Ml by ,iri 
i ril.crf'.'icf: such as SCSI. The optical disk 2 is loaded in l. he 
drive device; 3 1 . but is shown t.o he placed outside i.he drive 
device 3] for convenience of illustration . 

In this embodiment, the recording- region is entirely of 
the R/W type when fabricated. However, the area denoted as 
"vacant" is initially inaccessible. The drive device 31 has 
the function of altering - the attributes of the zones written 
in the management table. This function is performed by 
executing- a command A. When the drive device 31 receives 
the command A from the host device 32. the attributes of the 
zones designated by the command A are altered to "WO". At 
the same time, the zones which have been inaccessible are 
altered to accessible R/W zones (as indicated by B) . The 
zones having- been altered to WO type permits writing- of data 
once, and after that the data cannot be altered. That Is 
this part is now like ROM type part. The R/W part, which 
have been altered from Inaccessible part, now permits 
writing and reading. Thus, a disk having the same function 
as P-ROM is obtained. 

The alteration of the attributes can be made by the 
user, and the attributes having been altered to WO may be 
returned to R/W. 

An advantage of the disk of this embodiment is lower 
cost: in some applications. P-ROM disks with the i r ROM" part 
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formed hy '..'in I j '< s s iik: 1 1 l. is e x pc n s I v e where the uuiiihcr a I' the 
disk p reduced the same L i nic is limited because of the 

rcl.'jl-i vcj y high cosi. of fabricating Lhe originaJ disk. in 
contrast, the: disks formed in the above manner are less 
expensive and yet have the same function as P-WOM disks- 
having- embossed part. 

Embodiment 14 

Another embodiment, Embodiment 14. will next be 
described with reference to Fig. 25. This embodiment also 
relates to an optical disk drive device 31 capable of 
altering- the attributes of the zones. In Embodiment 13. the 
accessible R/W zones are all changed to WO zones. In 
Embodiment 14. the attributes of only such zones which are 
designated by a command C are altered, e.g. , to WO (as 
Indicated by D). Such alteration is desired for Instance to 
prevent alteration of data only in certain zones. 

Embodiment 15 

Another embodiment. Embodiment 15. will next be 
described with reference to Fig-- 26. This embodiment also 
relates to an optical disk drive device capable of altering 
the attributes of the zones and executing a back-up command. 
Description of the parts identical to those in Fig. 2-4 is 
omitted. lhe attributes of the zones are written in the 
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iiiiirificcincn t table -11 . As i I I us Lra Led in n . 2(> , a I tenia t. c. 
z on cis arc ties i frna Led as K/W zones and itiCerveninu /.ones are 
tics i tfna ted as WO /.ones. The total capacity ol" the WO /.ones 
is about the same as the total capacity of the R/W zones. 

A procedure for control for executing- a back-up command 
is shown in Fig-. 27. First, when the drive device 31 
receives the command from a host device (302). it determines 
whether it is an inquiry on capacity, a read/write command, 
or a back-up command (304). If it is the inquiry, the an 
answer indicating- the capacity of the R/W area is sent to 
the host device (306). If it is the read/write command 
(308), judgement is then made whether the read/write head is 
accessing an R/W area (310), and if the answer is 
affirmative, the command is executed (312). If it is the 
back-up command (314). a message indicating that the 
execution of the command is completed is sent to the host 
d vice (316). and the data in the R/W area is copied into 
the WO area (320), when it is found that the host device is 
not accessing. If necessary, the attributes of the zones 
are altered to "R/W" (318) prior to the copying, and 
returned to "WO" (322) after the copying. In Fig. 26. the 
back-up command is indicated by E, and the alteration of the 
attributes in the table is indicated by F and H. and the 
copying of the data is indicated by G. 

4 5 
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Km bod i iiion L 16 

Another embodiment, Km bod J men I 1G. wi 1 J next, be: 
described. 'I'M I s embodiment also relates to an optical disk 
drive device capable of altering- the attributes of the 
zones. The embodiment is similar to Embodiment 15. The 
optical disk 2 permits recording- on both sides or surfaces. 
The drive device 31 has the function of reading from and 
writing- on both surfaces of the disk without turning the 
disk 2 upside down. A first surface is entirely an R/W 
area, while a second surface is entirely' a WO area. By the 
same procedure shown in Fig. 27. the back-up command is 
executed. That is, responsive to a back-up command (I), the 
attributes of the second surface is altered to R/w (j), the 
data on the first surface is copied to the second surface 
(K) , and the attributes of the second surface is returned to 
(L) . Because the second surface is returned to WO after the 
copying-, the data having been copied into the second surface 
is not destroyed by a device which does not have the 
function of altering the attribute. 

Embodiment 17 

Another embodiment. Embodiment 17. will next be 
described with reference to Figrs. 29 and 30. This 
embodiment also relates to an optical disk drive device 31 
capable of altering the attributes of the zones. 
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Description of the parts identical to LIiokc in Figs. 20 and 
28 is omit tod. When the drive device 31 receives a restore 
command (M) from the host device 32 (402), It sends a 
message back to the host device 32 indicating- the execution 
of the restore command is completed (404). and copies the 
data in the WO area to the R/W area (406). 

The invention has been described with reference to the 
illustrated embodiments. However, various modifications are 
possible without departing from the scope of the invention. 



